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Cross-Referencing Discontinued or
Obsolete Bearings Without Losing
Sleep

Why Bearings Become Obsolete
When a critical bearing goes obsolete, having the right replacement strategy in place helps keep

operations moving efficiently and confidently.

The key is identifying a replacement that matches the original application requirements, including

dimensions, load ratings, speed capability, material, precision class, and, when applicable, traceability

requirements.

That process takes more than a catalog search. It requires application knowledge, strong supplier

relationships, and a clear understanding of the equipment’s operating demands.

At IBSCO, cross-referencing discontinued and obsolete bearings is a regular part of supporting customers

across aerospace, medical, defense, robotics, and industrial manufacturing, helping engineers and

procurement teams identify qualified replacements accurately and efficiently.

Need a replacement bearing? Connect with IBSCO's team.
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Obsolescence happens for a variety of reasons, and understanding the cause often helps determine the

best replacement path.

Common factors include manufacturer product line consolidations, evolving industry standards, material

shortages, supplier acquisitions, updated product generations, end-of-life OEM support, and broader

supply chain disruptions.

In some cases, the original manufacturer is no longer in operation. In others, the bearing may still exist but

with lead times that no longer support production schedules.

For operations running legacy equipment or long-life systems, sourcing replacement components has

become an important part of maintaining reliability and long-term performance.

Why Cross-Referencing Requires More Than a Dimension
Match
Matching a bearing on bore size and outside diameter is an important starting point, but identifying a true

equivalent requires a broader evaluation of how the bearing will perform in the application.

That includes reviewing dimensional tolerances, load ratings, speed capabilities, internal clearance,

material composition, lubrication requirements, closure type, temperature and corrosion resistance,

precision class, mounting configuration, and any certification or traceability requirements.

Even small specification differences can affect long-term performance, reliability, and service life. For

aerospace, medical, defense, and other precision-driven industries, confirming full form, fit, and function

equivalency helps ensure equipment continues operating as intended.

The Cost of Getting It Wrong
A properly matched replacement bearing supports long-term reliability, performance, and equipment life.

That is why the evaluation process goes beyond basic dimensions alone. Factors like vibration, heat

management, wear resistance, lubrication performance, shaft compatibility, and overall system demands

all influence how the bearing performs over time.

For highly engineered systems, even small specification differences can impact consistency and service

life. Sourcing through trusted suppliers and confirming full application requirements helps maintain

performance expectations and long-term equipment reliability.

How IBSCO's Expert Team Approaches
Cross-Referencing
When a customer brings us a discontinued or obsolete bearing, our application engineers follow a

structured process focused on identifying qualified replacements that support the application requirements.
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The process starts with reviewing the original specifications, including dimensions, tolerances, load ratings,

speed, precision class, and any specialized performance requirements. From there, we evaluate the

operating environment, including temperature range, contamination exposure, lubrication conditions, and

duty cycle, to understand how the equipment operates in real-world conditions.

With that foundation in place, we identify equivalent bearing candidates across our manufacturer network,

including OEM-equivalent replacements, upgraded performance options, and alternatives from trusted

manufacturers.

Before making a recommendation, we confirm full form, fit, and function compatibility. For aerospace,

medical, defense, and other regulated applications, we also provide the traceability documentation required

to support compliance and quality standards.

In many cases, multiple qualified replacement paths are available. Our team helps customers evaluate

those options based on performance, availability, cost, and operational priorities so they can move forward

with clarity and confidence.

When Deeper Technical Support Makes a Difference
Some cross-references are relatively direct. Others are more complex, which is where experienced

technical support becomes valuable.

Additional evaluation is often needed when the original bearing was custom or modified, when drawings or

specifications are incomplete, when equipment has changed over time, when high-speed or precision

requirements are involved, when there is an existing failure history, or when operating environments place

added demands on material or lubrication selection.

In those situations, working with a knowledgeable team helps shorten the time between identifying the

issue and getting production back on track.

Practical Scenarios Where Cross-Referencing Adds Value
Legacy equipment support. Many operations continue running equipment long after the original

components are no longer readily available. A well-qualified cross-reference helps extend equipment life

while maintaining performance and avoiding unnecessary system redesigns.

Supply chain disruptions. When lead times shift unexpectedly, a qualified bearing replacement helps

maintain production continuity while longer-term sourcing strategies are evaluated.

Cost reduction opportunities. In some cases, modern equivalents or alternate manufacturers can

improve availability or reduce cost while still meeting the full performance requirements of the application.

Performance upgrades. A replacement bearing can also create opportunities for improved sealing,

corrosion resistance, lubrication performance, or extended service life depending on the demands of the

application.

Protecting Against Counterfeit Risk
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As obsolete bearing sourcing becomes more complex, working with trusted, factory-authorized suppliers is

essential to maintaining quality, consistency, and long-term equipment performance.

A qualified replacement bearing should not only meet dimensional requirements but also deliver the

material quality, tolerances, heat treatment, and performance standards the application depends on under

real operating conditions.

For aerospace, medical, defense, and other regulated industries, product authenticity, traceability, and

documentation are equally important. Working with a factory-authorized distributor helps support verified

sourcing and the quality standards required for reliable operation.

Find a Replacement Bearing
A discontinued bearing creates an opportunity to evaluate the best replacement path for long-term

performance, availability, and operational continuity.

With the right process and the right partner, most obsolete bearing applications can be supported with

qualified replacements that meet performance requirements, documentation standards, and production

demands.

At IBSCO, our bearing specialist works through these applications every day, helping customers identify

bearing equivalents and supporting the process from initial cross-reference through final sourcing.

Have a complex application or incomplete specifications? Talk to IBSCO.
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