Bearing Storage & Shelf Life:
Best Practices to Avoid Premature Failure
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Bearings are designed to deliver dependable performance, but reliability begins long before installation.
Improper storage, contamination, damaged packaging, or lubricant degradation can affect bearing condition
before the component ever reaches the application. Understanding how bearings should be stored and
handled helps protect product integrity while reducing the risk of unnecessary maintenance, replacement,
and downtime.

For OEMs, manufacturers, and procurement teams operating in aerospace, medical, industrial
manufacturing, automation, and other precision-driven industries, proper storage practices are an important
part of long-term inventory management. IBSCO supports customers with inventory programs, Class 6
cleanroom relubrication, custom lubrication, and value-added services that help maintain bearing readiness
throughout the supply chain.

Why Bearing Storage Matters

Bearing performance depends on more than product selection. The way bearings are stored, handled, and
prepared before installation can influence lubrication condition, cleanliness, and overall readiness for service.

Organizations that establish consistent storage practices are better positioned to protect inventory, improve
product availability, and reduce avoidable issues during installation. Managing stored bearings as part of an



overall inventory strategy also helps support more predictable procurement and maintenance planning.

Factors That Can Affect Bearing Condition During Storage

Several factors contribute to maintaining bearing quality while products remain in inventory. Understanding
these considerations helps organizations protect components until they are ready for installation.

Storage Environment

Bearings should be stored in a clean, dry environment where they are protected from contamination and
unnecessary exposure before use. Maintaining a controlled storage environment helps preserve product
condition throughout the storage period.

Product Handling

Careful handling helps prevent unnecessary damage to bearings before installation. Protecting products
during receiving, storage, and movement throughout the facility reduces the risk of contamination and helps
maintain overall product integrity.

Lubrication Considerations

Lubrication is an important part of bearing performance. Depending on the application, stored bearings may
require relubrication before returning to service or entering production. Working with a qualified distributor
helps determine the most appropriate lubrication strategy based on the application and operating
requirements.

Inventory Management

Maintaining visibility into stored inventory helps organizations better manage product availability and
purchasing decisions. Reviewing inventory levels, identifying critical components, and aligning replenishment
with operational demand all contribute to more effective long-term inventory management.

Questions Procurement Teams Should Ask

Protecting bearing inventory begins with understanding how products are stored, maintained, and prepared
for use.

Consider asking:
Are bearings stored in an environment that protects product integrity?
Does the application require specialized lubrication before installation?
Would cleanroom relubrication improve product readiness?
Can inventory programs help improve product availability while reducing unnecessary storage?

Are value-added services available to prepare bearings before production?



The answers help procurement teams evaluate storage practices while supporting long-term equipment
reliability and more efficient inventory management.

How IBSCO Helps Protect Bearing Readiness

IBSCO provides value-added services designed to help customers maintain bearing condition before
installation. Our Class 6 certified cleanroom performs precision relubrication using more than 800 lubricant
options with fill quantities as precise as 1 mg, supporting aerospace, medical, industrial, and other
demanding applications.

Beyond relubrication, IBSCO offers custom lubrication, assembly-ready delivery, inventory management
programs, specialized packaging, and application support that help customers improve product readiness
while simplifying procurement and production planning.

Proper Storage Supports Long-Term Performance

The condition of a bearing at installation often begins with how it was stored. Developing consistent storage
practices and working with an experienced distributor helps protect inventory, improve product readiness, and
support dependable equipment performance throughout the product lifecycle.

If you're looking to improve bearing storage practices or discuss relubrication and inventory solutions,
contact IBSCO to discuss your requirements.
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